JET. 50]                 PEIVATE THEATRICALS                       241

those who act and manage, and too little amusement
for those who look on, though a spirit of opposi-
tion may carry it through this season; but it will
not be revived. Harry Grreville, the manager, has
got into a paper war with Sheridan, out of which
he will not come off best. We had a prologue last
night, spoken by H. Grreville, attacking the news-
papers and the managers of the play-houses and the
moralists, &c. tolerably well. Then a sort of little
interlude describing the distress of the manager, in
which H. Grreville was the principal, or rather the only,
performer.

c Joe Maddox, that dull man who came with the
Margravine to Vienna, but who is the crack actor, just
came on the stage, but had little or nothing to say;
there were then two French proverbs acted by French-
men, and the women's parts by men, certainly not above
mediocrity. Lord Palmerston being unwell at home,
Lady Palmerston wished to go home early. I took the
opportunity of retreating before the pic-nic supper,
which I hear was served all over the place where the
spectators had sat, removing some of the benches to
make room for tables, and a table on the stage, where
they sang catches. The house was pretty enough, but
the stage too small, which is always the case in private
theatricals; there were about two hundred people ; no
attempt at riot or interruption.

c Harriet has perhaps told you that it is now acknow-
ledged on all sides that the Duke of Bedford was en-
gaged to marry Lady Greorgina Grordon. The Duke left

VOL. III.                                     R